Czech Studies Program – program of Czech language learning at Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Arts – basic information
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Information about the program of Czech language learning for foreigners and students preparing for study at Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Arts
· Who organizes the program and provides academics? 
· The Institute of Czech Studies of Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Arts. Teachers are excellent specialists in the field Czech language for foreigners in different disciplines: morphology, lexicology, phonetics, history, etc.  

· Who is this program for?
· The program is for all people interested in the study of Czech language, from total beginners to advanced students preparing themselves to study in the Czech language (for example to study Czech language for foreigners, Psychology, History, Linguistics), for certified exam of Czech language of different levels, etc. 
· The program is also for people who want to learn Czech for personal or work reasons. 

· What does the program consist of? 
· Individual modules of different levels, to which is student placed according to the placement test. The student´s native language, his/her previous studies, and goals are reflected in placement.

· What will the students gain from the Czech Studies Program? 
· They´ll improve all basic language skills, they´ll learn how to have a conversation about selected topics, how to work with professional texts, how to orientate in professional literature, etc.  
· They´ll deepen their knowledge of Czech grammar, they´ll acquire proper pronunciation, they´ll strengthen skills needed for preparatory exams to Czech universities (for example orientation in professional literature, skill of self-representation during oral interview, etc.)
· They´ll get acquainted with Czech culture, history, and lifestyle in the Czech Republic. 

· Partner institutions
· Institute of Czech Studies cooperates with many Czech and foreign universities, either on scientific projects or in student and professor mobility: Université libre de Bruxelles (Brussels), Université Paris IV–Sorbonne (Paris), Humboldt Universität zu Berlin (Berlin), Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (Seoul), University of Foreign Studies (Jongin) etc. 

· How is the program structured? 
· 20 teaching hours per week in total (excluding individual consultations) 
· Classes are held according to the schedule in the buildings of Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Arts 
· Classes are held according to the language levels and last 1 – 6 semesters, depending on the entrance student´s level 
· Entrance to the course is possible either in the winter semester or in the summer semester, i.e. in September or in February.   
· Classes are taught as single coherent modules (from total beginners to advanced students) in the length of one semester. 
· Special emphasis is placed on the individual approach to students, part of classes is also, for example, individual consultations in phonetics, grammar, etc. (consultations are available before, during, and after classes). 

· How long will the study last? 
· It depends on student´s entrance knowledge and individual skills, as well as the language affinity between Czech and their native language (for example, a beginner student can achieve the language level B1 after one month of study). The length of preparation for entrance exams in Czech depends on the specific faculty and field of study (faculties often requires language level B2, which can students achieve after approx. 3 – 4 semesters.) 

· Conditions for acceptance are: 
· completed secondary education 
· ability to understand basic instruction in Czech or English during the classes 

· Course of study
· Closed study modules last one semester, academic year includes two semesters. After completion of the application form and fulfillment of all requirements, a student accepted to the program. After the student submits the registration fee payment, he or she will be issued the relevant documents. 
· After arrival, the student is registered and, according to the placement test results, is placed in the relevant group. 
· The semester includes orientation week, classes, supplementary and integration activities, one-time lectures, consultations, etc.
· Attendance in class and other activities is mandatory. 

· Output and Assessment
· After finishing the final tests (in each subject student has to pass a final exam, which is part of the final assessment), and after fulfilling the conditions, the student will be issued a „Certificate of Completion“, including achieved language level and grades from all subjects (on request, it is possible to issue an oral evaluation).  


· Management and administration of the program 										
Mgr. Simona Drtinová, Program Administrator, International Office CU FA in Prague
Ing. Jitka Štěpničková, Executive Director of the International Programs, CU FA in Prague
	Mgr. Svatava Škodová, Ph.D., Director of the Institute of Czech Studies, CU FA in Prague

· Contacts:	E-mail:	czechstudies@ff.cuni.cz
			Webpage: 	http://czechstudies.ff.cuni.cz/

